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could not be turned out as long as he paid his rent; and Free
Sale, which enabled him to sell his interest in his holding. But
Parnell was not satisfied, and under his orders the peasantry
refused to have anything to do with the Land Courts set up by
the Act. This so annoyed Gladstone that he allowed Forster
to have the Irish leader arrested under the Coercion Act. But
it soon became clear that ParnelPs influence had been against
violence, for the disturbances now became worse than ever.
Gladstone was always opposed to repressive measures, and he
soon began to feel that his Government had made a mistake
in taking this line towards Ireland. He therefore authorised
a bargain with Parnell (sometimes called The Kilmainham
Treaty, after the name of the gaol in which Parnell was
imprisoned), by which the Government undertook to bring in a
Bill relieving farmers who were unable to pay their arrears of
rent, while Parnell undertook to stop the campaign of lawless-
ness. Forster was so indignant at this abandonment of his
policy of repression that he resigned, his place as Chief Sec-
retary being taken by Lord Frederick Cavendish, a high-minded
man whom everybody liked and respected. For a few weeks
it seemed as if this " new departure " of goodwill was going to
bring about a permanent change for the better in the relations
between the two countries ; but a perverse fate once more
intervened. Lord Frederick and a Government official were
murdered in Phoenix Park, Dublin, in broad daylight, by a gang
of ruffians who called themselves " The Invincibles." Parnell
abhorred their deed as much as anyone ; but suspicion naturally
fell upon him and his friends. All good feeling was at an end,
and the Government had to bring in another Coercion Bill
more severe even than that of 1881.
§ 317. trouble in egypt.—The Government was also beset
by a harassing series of complications in Egypt. Ten years
before, a spendthrift Khedive had got heavily into debt to
foreign bankers—chiefly English and French ; even the sale of
his Suez Canal shares had only relieved his difficulties for a

